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many of the rest were almost fainting from the dreadful spec-
tacle, and that it was just because Catherine and all of them
felt so horrified at it that she arranged for them all to quit
Amboise next day and depart to Chenonceaux. The Guises
(in whose hands Francis was a mere puppet) insisted on the
presence of the King and his whole court at these executions
with a threefold object. First, to have to watch such an
execution would tend to intimidate all at the court who (like
Conde) might be inclined to take part with the enemies of
the house of Guise. Second, the presence of the members of
the court on such an occasion would tend to embroil them
with the Protestants; which was just the effect it had, caus-
ing the Protestant writers to declare that they were there as
an amusement, and to inveigh against them for such heart-
less cruelty Third, any member of the court who refused to
be present at the execution of those who had plotted against
the King's authority and made an organised attack on his
residence, could ipso jacto be pointed at by the Guises as
being an enemy of the King and a friend of those who had
desired to make him their prisoner. It is not likely, for in-
stance, that Conde would have been present as a spectator
at the execution of those whose leader he had been, and who
still honoured him,30 if he had not been forced in this man-
ner. Hence, neither Catherine nor any other lady of the court
could be absent; and we see this exemplified in the case of
Anna d'Este, Duchess of Guise, who, when she "refused to
go to the execution, was dragged there by the Guises by
physical force; and when subsequently she said that she was
sure God would have vengeance on those who took so many
worthy gentlemen's lives, she endured much rough treatment
and anger from her husband's brothers in consequence And
if Catherine said anything to her at all on account of her
weeping (which is very doubtful), it was nothing more than
a remark intended to urge her to maintain a due amount of
self-control.
Moreover, Catherine did not remain passive during these